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Title 
Incentives to support the use and the production of manure based recycled nutrients 

Submitted by: 
SuMaNu project platform 

Description of measure 
Direct support to the use of recycled nutrients is recommended as they must be made a viable 

alternative to mineral nutrients from the perspective of an individual farmer. Investment support for 

farm structures, such as storages and machinery, enabling the use of recycled nutrients may also be 

important for the market of recycled nutrients to develop. Support for businesses in contracting services 

specialized to recycled nutrients should also be considered. 

To support the formation of “regional nutrient redistribution centres” to process and produce manure-

based fertilizer products, investment subsidy for manure processing plants should be set. However, 

detailed conditions should be attached to the subsidy to meet the objective of regional nutrient 

reallocation, including securing the sustainability of nutrient use on different territorial scales, of the 

processing chain (e.g. preferably positive energy balance) and in the use of the possible by- and end-

products. Investments in manure processing could be also deployed to support smaller-scale solutions to 

enable regional nutrient reallocation and simultaneously facilitate locally enhanced nutrient use. To 

support manure being directed to regional processing plants reallocating the nutrients, incentives may 

also be needed to compensate for logistic costs from the farms to the plants and/or the recycled 

nutrients from the plants to farms. 

Activity:  
Agriculture  

Pressure: 
Input of phosphorous 

Input of nitrogen 

State: 
 

Extent of impact: 
 

Effectiveness of measure 
Not all farms have sufficient field area for the sustainable use of the manure nutrients. They may need to 

relocate some of the nutrients to other farms and/or to (partially) separate nitrogen and phosphorus 

into different fractions to change their usability as fertilizers.  

 

The need for relocation may also apply to a larger region, such as a certain area in a country. In regions 

of intensive animal production, there may be an excess of manure nutrients for the need of the crop 

production on that particular region (supply). On other regions, there are little manure nutrients 

available and a clear need for fertilizers. These regions could make use of the recycled nutrients 

(demand). 

 

Reducing nutrient surpluses on farms and regions will reduce the risk of nutrient loading. [to be 

complemented] 



Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
There are costs to manure processing but there could also be economic benefits. 

The goals and objectives of the regional reallocation could, in addition to reducing environmental 

pressures in/from a given region, be linked to broader and more general objectives to boost 

bioeconomy, to reduce dependency on imported mineral fertilizers (circular economy, better self-

sufficiency) or to support R&D, business innovations and pilots based on scientific expertise or industrial 

activity deriving from a given region. 

 

Feasibility: 
 

Follow-up of measure: 
 

Background material: 
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